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PROPOSAL 
FOR THR 
ESTABLISHMENT 
0 f 


PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS, &c. 


FF has frequently been aſſerted, that 
the ſeparation. of the Orders, the 
ſeverity of the penalty, in caſe of non» 
attendance, together with the requiſition 
of a greater degree of Proficiency in 
Literature, than is provided for in the 
Public, LeQures of each Society, were the 
main reaſons that occaligned the rejection 
of the Graces, propoſed on the 19th 
of laſt April, for the Eſtabliſhment of 
1 B Public 


5 
Public Examinations in the Univerſity of 
Cambridge. 


An opinion alſo very generally pre- 
vailed, that ſome of the regulations, re- 
commended by the Syndics, would have 
fucceeded, if they had been ſeparately 
ſubmitted to the ſuffrages of the Se- 
nate. 


It ſhould ſeem therefore that there is 
ſufficient ground to indulge the pleaſing 
expectation, that if ſuch temperaments 
were propoſed, as fully obviated the pre- 
ceding objections, the plan of the very 
learned and very able Committee might 
ſtill be adopted in its moſt eſſential parts; 
and thus the Univerſity derive credit, 
and the nation ſubſtantial advantage, 
from the labours of a ſet of men, whoſe 
acknowledged abilities and reſpectable 
ſtation, in a peculiar manner, qualified 
them for the e of their i 8 
traft. 


= 


+ , 


With 


11 

With this view, a Member of the 
Academical Senate begs leave to ſuggeſt 
the following modification of the late 
Committee's ſcheme. He has carefully 
conſulted ſome of the moſt judicious of 
his friends upon the ſubject matter of 
every article: he has endeavoured to 
draw it up in ſuch a manner, that the 
whole, taken together, may form one 
conſiſtent, practicable plan; while at the 
ſame time it is ſo conſtructed, that the 
ſentiments of the Senate may be ſe- 
parately taken upon each conſtituent 
part: in order, that, if neceſlity require, 
corrections and amendments may be ad- 
mitted in every ſubſequent portion. of the 
Inſtitution, without injury to thoſe that 
may happen to be previouſly approved. - 


It is his intention to proceed upon the 
—— Principle, vir. 


That although the yourh of this plats 


have, in general, ſufficient means of in- 
B 2 for- 


(8) 
formation afforded to them by the public 
Tutors, yet that ſomething is wanted ta 
ſecure a proper degree of attention to the 
cuſtomary courſe af College Lectures 


With a view of effecting this defirable 
Purpoſe, it is propoſed, 
I. That 


It may be expected, that, as this is a funda- 
mental principle, I ſhould endeavour to Ke it 
by! a proof from facts. 


But to enter into ſuch a detail as would be neceſ⸗ 
ſary for this purpoſe, cannot certainly be a pleaſing 
W to an academical man. 


And 3. what I reluctantly inſerted, relative to 
this ſubject, in a former publication, has never 


been controverted, I will ſpare myſelf the difagree- 
able recital, 


Upon the preſent occaſion it will be ſufficient ta 
obſerve, that the Priends of the Univerſity have fre- 
quently lamented the prevalence of the Evil I allude 
to, viz. an almoſt univerſal inattention to every 
ſpecies ef uſeful literature, accompanied with an 
increaſing ſpirit of diffiation and nag apes in 
hatin akin 2 Ik 

And, 


5 (9) 

J. That a Public Examination of ſueh 
Noblemen-and Fellow-Commoners, as 
have been admitted ſince the Friday, 
next after the Commencement 1774, or 

| | ſhall be admitted before or upon the 

; Friday, next after the Commencement 

1775, be held in the Senate-Houſe, at 


ſome time, hereafter to ame 
in the year 1 1770. 


II, That a Public Examination of ſuch 

1 Penſioners and Sizars, as have been 
1 admitted ſince the Friday, next after 
1 the Commencement 1774, or ſhall be 
admitted before or upon the Friday, 

next after the Commencement 1775, 

be held in the Senate-Houſe, at ſome 


time, hereafter to be appointed, in the 


year 1776. 
f III. That 


And, that there appears to * a very general 
conviction in the Nation, that theſe - difotders, 
/whether: they detive! themſelvest from a relaxed ſtate 
of diſeipline, or - the exceſſes of parental indul- 
gence, require the introduction of. an: Inſtitution, 
more adapted to the preſent exigencies, łhan any 
"pitherta eſtabliſhed in either Univerſity. 


610) 
III. That theſe Examinations be united, 


ſo as to conſtitute one Examination of 
All the Students admitted as above. 


IV. That this Examination be held upon N 

the third Monday, Tueſday, and 4 
- * Wedneſday in November 1776, from : 
nine to twelve in the mornings, and 


from two to five- in the afternoons of 
the Monday and Tueſday. 


V. That each perſon attending this Ex- 
amination be examined in the Latin 

and Greek Claſſics, and the Elements 
of ewe and Algebra. 


VI. That, at this Examination, the 
Examiners hereafter to be appointed 
declare, in a writing to be delivered 

to the Vice-Chancellor, which of the 

: perſons, then examined, appear upon 
the whole to be the beſt ſcholars, not 
diſtinguiſhing more than a third part, 

And placing the perſons ſo diſtinguiſhed 

x 3. Prein 220 f 4 Lotte» Beard 


& # 


n 


according to their reſpective order of 
merit; and that ſuch declaration be 
publiſhed by the Senior Proctor to the 
Senate, at the next following Congre- 
gation, and copies thereof ſent by him 
to each College. 


VII. That each Nobleman and Fellow- 
Commoner, admitted as above, be 
ſubjected to one other Public Exami- 
nation, and that ſuch Examination be 
held upon the fourth Monday, Tueſ- 
day and Wedneſday in November 
1777, from nine to twelve in the 
mornings, and from two to five in 
the afternoons of the Monday _ 
Tueſday. 


VIII. That each perſon, attending this 
Examination, be examined in Locke's 
Eſſay: on the Human Underſtanding, 

Natural Philoſophy, and Modern Hiſ- 
tory. : | 


= IX. That 


612 


IX. That at this ſecond Examination of 


the Noblemen and Fellow-Commoners, 
m November 1777, the Examiners 


hereafter to be appointed declare, in 


a writing to be delivered to the Vice- 
Chancellor, which of the perſons, 
then examined, appear upon the whole 
to be the beſt ſcholars, not diſtinguiſh- 
ing more than a third part, and placing 


the perſons ſo diſtinguiſhed according 


to their reſpective order of merit 
That ſuch declaration be publiſhed by 
the Vice-Chancellor to the Senate at 
the next following Congregation, and 
copies thereof tranſmitted by him to 


the Chancellor of the Univerſity, and 
ſent to each College. 


X. That perſons changing their Order 


to become Fellow-Commoners be, in 


the Examinations, claſſed with ſuch 
as are of the ſame ſtanding with them 


ſelves by admiſſion. 
XI. That 
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XI. That any Nobleman and Fellow- 
Commoner admitted as above, and 
having been reſident, who ſhall abſent 
himſelf from either of the preceding 
Examinations, and any Penfioner and 
Sizar, in the ſame circumſtances, who 
ſhall abſent himſelf from the firſt, 
without ſufficient Reaſon, ſhall be pub- 
lickly admoniſhed, of ſubjected to ſuch 
other Academical cenſure, ſhort of Ruſ- 
tication, as the Vice-Chancellor and the 
two Proctors, or the Vice-Chancellor 
with one Proctor, ſhall think the caſe 
deſerves—That a Reaſon, certified to 
the Vice-Chancellor by the Maſter or 
Locum-tenens of his College, and 
approved by the major part of the 
Vice-Chancellor and Heads then reſi- 
dent, be deemed ſufficient to excuſe 
any perſon's abſence from a whole 
Examination—and that a Reaſon, ap- 
proved by the major part of the ſeven 
Examiners, hereafter to be appointed, 
be deemed ſufficient to excuſe any 

C perſon's 
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( 14 ) 
-perſon's abſence from any part of an 
Examination, 


XII. That a ſimilar courſe be obſerved in 
the caſe of all the Academic Youth, 


who ſhall be admitted in each ſucceed- 
ing year. 


XIII. That ſeven Examiners, Members 

of the Senate, or Bachelors of Law 

or Phyſic, be annually appointed from 
the ſeveral Colleges, in the Order of 
the Cycle of Opponents in Divinity : 
Except that Trinity-Hall be added to 
King's College, and that the mode of 
appointing its own Examiners be left 
to each College. 


XIV. That King's College ſhall appoint 
an Examiner each of the firſt two 
years, and Trinity-Hall the third year, 
and ſo always— That where three 
Colleges are laid together to provide 
one Examiner, they have the appoint- 
ment according to Seniority of Foun- 
| 4 dation 


1 

g dation and that the ſeven Examiners, 

| ſo appointed, be preſented to the Vice» 
Chancellor, on or before the eleventh 
of June every year. 


XV. That at the firſt Examination in 
November 1776, all the ſeven Ex- 
aminers examine ſuch Students as 
ſhall then attend That at the Exami- 
nations in November 1777, the two 
Senior of the ſeven examine the Noble- 
men and Fellow-Commoners of the 
Senior year, the other five, the Students 
of the Junior year, and ſo always. 


XVI. That beſides the ſeven appointed 
Examiners, any Member of the Senate, 
or Bachelor of Law or Phylic, be at 
liberty to examine. 


XVII. That each of the ſeven Examiners 
receive a Gratuity of ten Guineas, to. 
be paid out of the Univerſity Cheſt— 
That every Nobleman and Fellow- 
Commoner, who ſhall be admitted 

C2 after 
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after the 12th of November 1774, 
pay at his admiſſion two guineas, 
and every Penſioner half a guinea, 
towards replacing in the cheſt ſuch 
ſums as ſhall be thence fo iſſued—And 
that all perſons already admitted, and 
ſübjected to the above-mentioned Ex- 
aminations, be charged with the ſame 
payments at the cloſe of the preſent 
quarter. 


XVIII. That the Moneys ſo charged at 
the admiſſions of Noblemen, Fel- 
low-Commoners, and Penſioners, be 
accounted for to the Vice-Chancellor, 
on the Saturdays, next before the days 
of Examination, by their reſpective 
Tutors, who ſhall at the ſame times 
deliver liſts of ſuch of their Pupils, as 
are to be examined, with the dates of 
their admiſſions, 


If the preceding Plan were put in 
execution, it is humbly conceived, that 
the Fellow-Commoners and Penſioners 
may 


11 


may continue to attend the ſame Public 
Lectures That it would correſpond with 
the general courſe, given at preſent in 
every College, during the firſt and ſecond 
years of reſidence-and that it would not 
materially interfere with the Scheme of 


Examinations now eſtabliſhed at St. 


John's College “. 


But in order that the advantages, 
which I apprehend would reſult from 
the eſtabliſhment of the late Committee's 


Regu- 


* This laſt is a circumſtance, which, without 
a compliment to a gentleman, who certainly merits 
none at my hands, is unqueſtionably deſerving of 
ſome attention. For, as, on the one fide, it is not 
reaſonable that the Univerſity ſhould decline em- 
bracing a meaſure, that is likely to be attended 
with general advantage, becauſe it' may, perhaps, 
render leſs neceſſary Dr, PowelPs merely local in- 
ſtitution; ſo on the other, it is but fair and equi- 


table, that the ſcheme of literary diſcipline, adopted 


by the Univerſity, ſhould be conſtructed in ſuch a 
manner, as not to run counter to the Doctor's long 


eſtabliſned particular courſe, which has hitherto 


been very ſucceſsful, unleſs the moſt evident neceſ- 
&ty ſhould ſo require, 
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( 18 ) 
Regulations, as modified in the foregoing 
pages, may be more clearly diſcerned, 
J will ſubjoin ſome obſervations in a 
regular ſeries, upon ſuch of the preced- 
ing Propoſitions, as ſeem to require 
illuftration. 


I. I truſt that there is no occaſion to 
begin theſe obſervations with a demon- 
ſtration of the expediency of the propoſed 
inftitution, in the caſe of youth of ſupe- 
rior rank and fortune. I will only add, to 
what I have already obſerved in my for- 
mer publication on this ſubject, that it 
is not merely the re/derce of noble youth, 
which gives a luſtre to this Seminary z 


nor is it the recollection of the plea- 


ſurable ſcenes they have enjoyed here, 
which endears the remembrance of it to 
them at a future period. It is only by the 
conſciouſneſs that we have contributed 
to the forming of their minds to a love 
of virtue, and a love of ſcience, that we 


can be enabled hereafter to recognize our 
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relation to them with real ſentiments of 
ſatisfaction. And it is the full convic- 
tion on their part, that they have derived 
from us the principles of ſound morality, 
the rudiments: of uſeful knowledge, that 
can alone induce them to-regard us with 
z reciprocal eſteem. | 

IT. As the Bachelor's degree, on ac- 
count of its diſtance from the time of 
admiſſion, does not ſeem to furniſh a 
ſufficient incentive to youthful Emula- 
tion, at the ſeaſon when ſuch a principle 
would be of greateſt uſe, the inſtitution 
of at leaſt one examination of the Pen- 
ſioners and Sizars, at an earlier period, 
appears to be an expedient, and indeed 
a very neceſlary, meaſure. Further argu- 
ments in favour of ſuch an inſtitution 
may be collected from what I have 
noticed, with reſpe& to the preſent 
mode of education at Cambridge, in the 
third and fourth editions of my Remarks 
on that ſubject. 


The 
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1 
The judicious Reſolution, cited below*, 


will in all probability produce the in- 


: | tended 
. * Declaration publiſad by the Vice-Chancellor, 
May 20, 1774. 
Q o P . 


© WHEREAS it appears to be the general opinion 
of thoſe, who have of late years examined the can- 


didates for the degree of Bachelor of Arts, that 


ſuch candidates have applied too much to the 


abſtruſer parts of Mathematics, neglecting the 
ſtudy of Natural Philaſophy, and even of the Ele- 
ments of Mathematics; which opinion pteyailed 
alſo among the Syndics, appointed to deliberate 
upon the Grace which paſſed the Senate on the 
17th of February lat, as is manifeſt from the 19th 
of their reſolutions ; : x 


«© The VicE-CHANCELLOR takes the liberty 
of deſiring the Tutors of every College to commu- 
nicate to their Pupils the following Refolution, 
which he is authorized to fay, has been agreed 
upon by thoſe perſons, who are likely to be the 
ProcToRs and MonperaTors of the enſuing 
year. 


« THAr unleſs a perſon be found to have a 
competent knowledge of Euclid's Elements, and of 


the plainer parts of the four branches of Natural 


Phi- 


31 

tended effect. It may be the means of 
ſubſtituting ſubſtantial Science in the place 
of that vain ſemblance of it, which, of 
late, has ſo much diſgraced us. But as it 
provides no remedy for that early diſſipa- 
tion, which the utmoſt diligence of the 
Tutors hath hitherto been unable to pre- 
vent, the reaſons for introducing a more 
powerful call to attention, than ſubſiſts 
at preſent, ſtill remain in full force *, 


It 


Philoſophy, no attention will be paid to his other 
mathematical knowledge. And that in every 
branch of ſcience, the cleareſt and moſt accurate 
knowledge, rather than the moſt extenſive, will 
be regarded as the beſt claim to academical 
honours,” 


* It may be further obſerved under this head, 
that although very valuable improvements in uſe- 
ful literature may be expected to flow from the 
Inſtitution in queſtion; yet that the means of 
attaining theſe very improvements are intended to 
be ſubſervient alſo to objects ſtill more noble and 
important. Idleneſs is the root of every evil, 
But the youth, whoſe opening powers of reaſon 
are invited to unfold themſelves by the call of 
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It is alfo ſubmitted to the judgment of 
thoſe gentlemen, who are apprehenſive 
that the Intereſts of Mathematics will be 
affected by any alterations in our Syſtem, 
whether the application of the Penſioner 
and Sizar to the courſe, preſcribed for 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, can 
poſſibly be endangered by an Examina- 


tion, intended to take place above two 


years before the Examination for ſuch 
degree, and of which the elements of 
Algebra and Euclid are to form a part. 


III. I have already hinted to my readers, 
that the ſeparation of the Noblemen and 
Fellow-Commoners from the Penſioners 
and Sizars, in the ſcheme of Examina- 

tions propoſed by the Syndicate, was 
conſidered as a material and funda- 
mental objection againſt the whole inſti- 
tution. 
7 It 


Emulation, and who is for the moſt part uſefully 
employed, will in all probability be temperate, 
frugal, and diſcreet, with reſpect to every other part 


of his demeanour, , 
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It was urged in favour of ſuch ſepa- 
ration, that the views and purſuits of the 
ſtudents of the higher orders being ma- 
terially different from thoſe of inferior 


degree, it was reaſonable that their courſe 
of ſtudy ſhould be alſo different. 


It was further maintained, that many 
ſtudents of family and fortune would 
be diſcouraged by the too probable ill 
ſucceſs of their labours; inaſmuch as 
they muſt foreſee, that in moſt inſtances 
they would be out-done by thoſe per- 
ſons, in whoſe cafe the call of neceſſity 


would be added to the inceative of Emu- 
lation, 


On the other fide, it was aſſerted, 
that a ſeparation of the Orders, upon ſuck 
an occaſion, and a diſtinction of ftudies, 
would not be ſtrictly Academical, and 
might be eſteemed invidious — That 
tome perſons were to be found in the 
rank of Penſioners, ſuperior in point 
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both of family and fortune, to ſeveral of 
the order above them. That the Noble- 
men and Fellow-Commoners, having 
more expended on their education, come 
generally better prepared in claſſical 
knowledge—had often an higher ſenſe 
of honour, in conſequence of their ſupe- 
rior ſtation—and that in St. John's Col- 
lege, where they were examined indiſ- 
criminately with the reſt, no inconveni- 
encies, but on the contrary, great ad- 
vantages, were derived from ſubjecting 
all orders to the ſame diſcipline, and 
from propoſing to the Emulation of all 
who attend the ſame Public Lectures, 
the ſame rewards of ſucceſsful appli- 
Cation. 


I will not enter into a minute diſcuſ- 
ſion of the merits of this controverſy, I 
will only beg leave to refer it to the 
conſideration of my attentive Reader, 
whether, by uniting all orders in an 
Examination at the cloſe of the firſt year, 


and 


1 


1 | 
and by ſubjecting only Noblemen and 
Fellow-Commoners to a ſecond Examina- 
tian, gvery inconvenience, inſiſted upon 
by the Partizans of either ſide of the 
queſtion, may not be happily avoided. 


IV. The month of November, 1776, 
is thought preferable to any other ſeaſon, 
for the firſt Examination of the Students, 
admitted as above; becauſe, at that time, 
the Students of all denominations will 
have gone through a complete courſe of 
Lectures, with the Public Tutors, in 
Claſſics, Algebra, and Euclid; and alſo 
have had ſufficient leiſure, during the 
ſummer months, to review and to digeſt 
thoſe Lectures: the initiatory courſe in 
every Society beginning in November, 
and ending in June following. The 
time of vacation will alſo probably be 
ſhortened, in conſequence of this arrange- 
ment, as the Students will be diſpoſed 
to return earlier in October than they are 
wont to do at preſent, in order the better 

to 
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to prepare themſelves for the enſuing 


Examination. 


V. An Examination in the Latin and 
Greek Claſſics, although it may afford to 
the induſtrious Student an opportunity 
of diſtinguiſhing himſelf alſo in com- 
poſition, and in antient Hiſtory, will not 
require ſo great a degree of application 
as may be at firſt ſuppoſed. Nor will a 
preparation for it preclude a proper mea- 
ſure of improvement, in the elementary 
parts of Geometry and Algebra. 


It muſt be conſidered, that, with re- 
ſpect to Claſſical knowledge, the Student 
comes to the Univerſity already pre- 
pared. And if this ſhould not univer- 
fally be the caſe, yet the eſtabliſhment of 


Academical Examinations will, by a reflex 


act, ſecure a greater degree of previous 
attention to this ſpecies of literature in 
each inferior ſeminary, This Examina- 


tion alſo will naturally be underſtood to 


be 


nn 
be reſtrained to ſuch Books as are the 


ſubject of College Lectures, or moſt 
commonly are read in Schools. 


But if it be the preſent ſentiment, of 
experience ſhould hereafter prove, that 
the Propoſition is too indefinite, par- 
ticular Books, or portions of Books, may 
be ſpecited by ſubſequent regulations, 
as circumſtances ſhall require. 5 


In order more diſtinctly to perceive the 
propriety of an Examination in the Ele- 
ments of Algebra and Geometry, it will 
be neceſſary to trecollect, that the more 
immediate purpoſe of public Examina- 
tions is to engage the attention of youth 
to the cuſtomary courſe of College Lec- 
tures *, This courſe for the firſt year 

con- 


* I am happy in finding myſelf to be of the ſame 
opinion, as to the immediate end of public Exami- 
nations, with the candid Author of a Propoſal, 
dated April the 25th, 1774, which was circulated 
in 


4 
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conſiſts of Lectures in Claſſics, in Arith- 
metic, the fundamental Principles of 
Algebra, the Elements of Euclid, and, 
in ſome few Societies, Duncan's Logic. 
If it is improper that our Academical 
Youth, particularly thoſe of more ele- 
vated proſpects, ſhould be examined in 
ſuch ſubjets, Lectures upon them are 
alſo improper. But no perſon, who 
reflects how much the Judgment and 
Invention are aſſiſted by a temperate exer- 
ciſe of the rational powers in mathema- 


tical purſuits, and in how ſhort a time, 


with proper application, a competency 
of this ſpecies of knowledge may be 


15 c | ob- 


in the Univerſity, and inſerted in many of the 
public Papers, I will take the liberty of extract- 
ing the following ſentences from it, as containing 
the belt illuſtration of my own idea. The chief 
Inſtruction which the youth of the Univerſity 
receive is from the Lectures of the Tutors, If the 
Public Examinations can be adapted to theſe Lec- 
tures, they muſt have a conſtant daily influence 
upon the hearers, and make them more attentive to 


every thing they are taught.“ 


Ls 
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obtained, will be tempted to wiſh the 


minuteſt alteration in our initiatory 


courſe. 


VI. Much has been urged, in conver- 
ſation, by the opponents of the pro- 
jected meaſures, to evince, that the paſ- 
ſion of Emulation, becauſe ſometimes 
found, in particular circumſtances, to 
be productive of Envy, ought not to be 
encouraged in the breaſts of Youth: 
And it has been contended, that no 
improvement in Literature 1s likely to be 
attended with beneficial fruits in ſocial 
life, unleſs ſuch improvement be the 
reſult of a full conviction of its utility. 


In reply to ſuch objections I would 
obſerve, that our preſent ſubje& of de- 
bate is not concerning the beſt mode of 
educating Youth, or the beſt motives to 
improvement in Science, but concern- 
ing the beſt means of obviating incon- 


veniencies, that ariſe from a form of 


Education already eſtabliſhed, and till 
E likely 
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1 
likely to prevail. Other modes of Edu- 
cation have their peculiar advantages, 
which I by no means call in queſtion. 
But in a ſituation, circumſtanced as Cam- 
bridge, where faſhion and example, 
united with every other temptation to 
each ruinous and illiberal indulgence, 
exert an unremitted influence, in oppo- 
ſition to the calls of duty, and dictates 
of right reaſon, I will venture to affirm, 
that a very ſmall portion of the numbers, 
annually admitted there, conduct them- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner, as to ſatisfy the 
reaſonable expectations of their friends, 
without having found themſelves actu- 
ated, in ſome one period of their reſi- 
dence, | by the generous glow of an 
Emulative Spirit. A very — cau- 
tion is however to be obſerved in this 
caſe; and the Syndics have, in fact, at- 
tended to it, with their uſual judgment. 
They have propoſed ſuch incitements as 
will rouſe the ſpirit of Induſtry in the 
youth of Courage and Ability, without 
depret- 


* 
depreſſing the minds of thoſe, who with 


Parts leſs brilliant, or inferior Reſolution, 
may ſtill be uſeful and valuable mem- 


bers of Society. 


In the preſent inſtance, it may be 
contended, that as each Student will 
afterwards have an opportunity of ap- 
pearing with honour; viz. the Noble- 
man and Fellow- Commoner in the fol- 
lowing November, the Penſioner and 
Sizar at the time of the Bachelors 
degree, and as the names of thoſe, who 
have acquitted themſelves to the ſatisfac- 
tion of their Examiners, will generally 
be known in the Univerlity, the diftinc- 
tions, propoſed in the Article immedi- 
ately under our Conſideration,>at not ſo 
neceſlary as in the ſubſequent Examina- 
tion of the Noblemen and Fellow-Com- 
moners in November 1777. If this 
ſhould prove to be the general ſentiment, 
many objections, that have been urged 
againſt the joining of all orders of youth 

E 2 in 


1 
in the ſame Examination, would imme- 
diately diſappear. 


But, for my own part, I muſt confeſs, 
I ſee no objection to the eſtabliſhment 
of this Article in its- preſent form. If, 
in the judgment of ſome, its expedi- 
ency ſhould appear queſtionable, let ſuch 
recollect, that the ſame Power, which 
eſtabliſhes, can alſo abrogate or amend, 
as Experience, the grand Correctreſs of 
human projects, ſhall appear to dictate. 


VII. A ſecond Examination of the 
Penſioners and Sizars, whoſe minds at 
this time will begin to be agitated by the 
nearer proſpect of their Degree, is cer- 
tainly not ſo eſſential as a ſecond Exami- 
nation of the Noblemen and Fellow- 
Commòners; who, as it was before 
obſerved, generally leave us after a little 
more than two years reſidence. And 
yet I muſt own, that I by no means 
perceive the force of the objection, fre- 
quently urged againſt ſuch Examination, 
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viz. that a preparation for it would inter- 
fere with their preparation for the Pub- 
lic Schools; in which they will be. called 
upon to appear as diſputants in the enſu- 
ing January. But I believe the general 
opinion at Cambridge is unfavourable 
to the inſtitution of more than one Exa- 
mination for the Penſioners and Sizars; 
and therefore more than one is not pro- 


poſed. 


VIII. Claſſics are not propoſed as the ( 
ſubject matter of this Examination, be- 
cauſe they are not contained in the 
courſe of College Lectures for the ſecond 
year, Locke's Eſſay on the Human 
Underſtanding, if I am not deceived, 
forms a part of this courſe in all our 
Societies. And moſt unqueſtionably with 
great propriety 3 as it contains the prin- 
ciples of the ſoundeſt Logic, of the moſt 
rational Metaphyſics, and of the beft 
Morality. The Study of Natural Philo- 
ſophy is not only pleaſing, but is preg- 
nant alſo with innumerable advantages. 


The 


1 


The moſt popular parts are chiefly inſiſted 
upon in the public Lectures, i. e. thoſe 
parts which are moſt ealy of compre- 
henſion, and bear the moſt intimate con- 
nection with the exigencies and elegan- 
cies of ſocial life. The Noblemen and 


Fellow-Commoners hear Lectures upon 


its four branches, together with the 


Students of the inferior orders, and 
therefore a proficiency, proportionable 


to the degree of attention, which is 
allowed to it in the Lectures of the ſecond 


year, may with reaſon be expected. 


It muſt indeed be acknowledged, that 
the courſe of Study, traced out in this 
Propoſition, as well as the ſyſtem of 
which it is a part, is capable of improve- 
ments. Proper amendments may here- 
after be ſuggeſted; and will certainly 
be admitted with greater eaſe, if, pre- 
viouſly recommended by the example of 
private Societies, they be gradually intro- 
duced into the general Plan. But the 
foundation muſt firſt be laid in corrected 

Man- 
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Manners, and regularly formed habits 
of Attention. The ſecuring of thoſe im- 
portant points, which I truſt the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the projected Inſtitution 
would enable us to accompliſh, is a pre- 
liminary ſtep, indiſpenſably neceſſary in 
our progreſs towards perfection. 


It is preſumed that the inſertion of 
Modern Hiſtory, the only part of the 
propoſed courſe, which is not provided 
for in the Lectures of each Society, will 


not appear liable to any juſt exceptions. 


An opportunity of information, deſerv- 
ing of the moſt ſedulous attention, is 
now very generally afforded to the Noble- 
man and Fellow-Commoner, in conſe- 
quence of the late Inſtitution of public 
Lectures on this intereſting ſubject. 


IX. The incitements to literary In- 
duſtry, contained in this Propoſition, 
appear to be very judiciouſly ſuited to 
the caſe in queſtion. Were they to be 
adopted by our Academical Senate, 


Cam- 
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Cambridge would ſoon be rendered, by 
the ſuperiority of her generous Diſci- 
pline, the favoured reſort of noble youth, 
and thus become a Seminary, to which 
the Nation might hereafter own itſelf 
indebted for the moſt illuſtrious Exam- 
ples of public Virtue. 


A book has lately been formed by 
the Regiſtrary of the Univerſity, for the 
purpoſe of inſerting the Names of thoſe 
Students, who have obtained, or ſhall 
hereafter obtain the Medals and Prizes, 
given by the Chancellor and Univerſity 
Members; or ſhall be otherwiſe diſtin- 


guiſhed for improvements in Literature. 


It might not be improper to tranſeribe 
the honourable Teſtimony, recommend- 
ed by the Syndicate in the preſent in- 
ſtance, into this book. 


I would further obſerve, with reſpect 
to the article under conſideration, that 
our ALMA MATER has every reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, that her preſent CHANCELLOR 

4 would 


(98 ) 
would not be inattentive to theſe authen- 
tic memorials of the literary merit of 
her ſons. If other evidences were want- 
ing of an affectionate regard, his Grace's 
very explicit, and truly honourable ap- 
probation of the Regulations propoſed by 
the late Committee, is ſufficient to convince 
us, that he is ſincerely diſpoſed to co- Ope- 
rate with us in every meaſure, which we 
{hall judge conducive to the improvement 
of the noble and ingenuous Youth, in- 


truſted to our care, in habits of Virtue 


and induſtrious Application. 


XI. The Sanction, contained in the 
tenth Article of the Regulations, propoſed 
by the late Syndicate, was much objected 
to on account of its ſeverity. And ſome 
doubts were raiſed concerning the Power 
of the Univerſity to enforce its exe- 
cution. | 


Without entering into the merits of 
this latter controverſy, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that if Sanctions leſs ſevere will 
F ſecure 
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1 
ſecure the obedience of the Student, they 
ought certainly to be adopted in prefe+ 
rence to thoſe of & more rigorous kind 
and th: the moſt Jenjent meaſures ſhould 
always firſt be tried. As Parents and 
Guardians may naturally be expected to 
add their influence to the authority of 
the Tutors and the Heads of Houſes, it 
appears very improbable, that there ſhould 
be occaſion for the infliction of any Aca· 
demical cenſures whatſoeve r, at the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of the propoſed Inſtitution; 
and ſtill more improbable, that there 


ſhould be a neceſſity for them at apy 
future period. 


It alſo deſerves to be jonGlecel, whe- 
ther the apprehenſions of youth are not 
much more likely to be alarmed, and 
their chearful compliance with the pro- 


poſed Regulations conſequently impeded, 
when they perceive that an Inſtitution, 


introduced for the purpoſe of calling 
forth the free cxerciſe of their emulative 


Powers, aſſumes a gloomy, melancholy 
air 
"4 
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air; the unavoidable conſequence of its 
being guarded by fo ſevere a Penalty ag. 


Expulſion. 


XIII. XV. The mode of appointing 
the Exaniiners, recommended in theſe 


articles, was fo intirely approved by the 


Univerſity, that it would be highly pre- 


fumptuous in me to propoſe the ſlighteſt” 
amendment. The time of preſentation 

to the Vice-Chancellor is indeed unavoid= 
ably altered, on account of the propoſed 


alteration in the time of the — 
hations; 


The more attentively the ſubject is 


tonſidered, the more clearly, I am per- 
fuaded, it will appear, that Academical 


Knowledge would, in various ways and 


meaſures, be advanced by the propoſed 
inſtitution, The degree of credit, that 


would neceffarily be annexed to the office 


of an EXAMINER, might be the means 
of inviting many oß the refident Baches 
lors of Arts, who are approaching to 


F 2 the 


60 
the rank of Regent Maſters, to a ſtill 
more animated degree of attention to 
each branch of uſeful Literature. 


XV. This method of dividing the 
number of the Examiners is intended t 
have reſpect to the number of the Stu- 
dents. It is ſuppoſed, that about 
twenty-five or thirty Noblemen and Fel- 
low-Commoners are admitted each year, 
and about an hundred or more of the in- 
ferior orders. If the former are always 
examined ſeparately from the reſt, there 
muſt alſo be a further diviſion of thoſe 
Examiners, who are aſſigned to the 
Junior year. But this may be eaſily 
ſettled among the Examiners themſelves. 


XVI. The plan of the Examination, 
adopted in the Reſolutions of the late 
Syndicate, is the ſame with that which 
is purſued ſo ſucceſsfully at the time of 
the Bachelors degree, and is at large 
deſeribed in the third and fourth editions 
of my former publication. 


It 
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It has however frequently been urged 
as an objection to the Regulations in 
queſtion, that all young men are not 
equally qualified to ſtand the Terrors 
of a Publick Examination : and conſe- 


quently that modeſt Merit will often re- 
main unrewarded. | 


I am not 1 that perſons, who 
are ſtrangers to our method of conduct- 
ing Public Examinations, ſhould think 
that there is ſome force in this objection. 
But it is inconceivable that it ſhould ever 
ſeriouſly be urged by any Gentleman, 
who is acquainted with the ſolemn trials 
of the Students, every half year at St. 


John's College, and, every quarter, in 
the Univerſity of Dublin. 


In the former of theſe Seminaries, the 
Queſtions are propoſed, and the Anſwers 
given, in the preſence of the whole So- 
ciety ; in the latter, in the hearing of the 
Diviſion, which conſiſts ſometimes of 
between twenty and thirty perſons. 

I Whereas 


(4a) 
Whereas in the Examination for the 
Bachelors degree, which is propoſed as 
the model of the new Examinations, being 
indeed the only ꝓracticable model, feldom 
more thati fix areexamined together at the 
Moderator's Tables; which Tables ſtand 
at a diſtance from each other, and are en- 
tirely withdrawn from public obſervation: 
The Examination by the other members 


of the Senate is ſtill more private, the. 


Examiner and the Student always re- 
tiring to a place by themſelves. 

| To all who ſhalt attentively enquire 
into the nature and circumſtances of this 


celebrated Examination, its conftitution 


will appear moſt admirable ; whether we 
eonſider the inducements i affords to 
diligence in the examining Parties the 
guards it oppoſes to Partiality—or the 
means it provides for eliciting the moſt 
latent Merit of the Student. It is more« 
over conducted with ſingular Humanity 
in every caſe that requires it. Inſomuch 
that I believe ſcarcely a ſingle inſtance 

; call 
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can be produced of a perſon, who failed 
in obtaining the degree of credit he 
deſeryed, through Ditfidence of his abili- 
ties; while many occut every year of 
thoſe, who having failed in the public 
Diſputations, where Effrontery is more 
ſucceſsful, have afterwards-in the Senate- 
Houſe, by the univerſal ſuffrage, been 
inveſted with thoſe accumulated Honours, 
which real Abilities, united with hy 
moſt amiable attendant, Ma, 
juſtly demand. 


XVII. XVIII. Theſe Propoſitions are 
tranſcribed from the Reſolutions of the 
Syndicate, altered only with reſpect to 
dates. It will be ſufficient to obſerve 
that, at the time of their publication, 


they were very generally approved. 


Having now exhibited that Form of 
literary diſcipline, which upon the ma- 
tureſt reflection, appears moſt practicable 
in our prefent circumſtances— Having 
alſo endeavoured to eſtabliſh the pro- 

| priety 
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priety of each particular meaſure by ſuch 
arguments, as to my apprehenſion” are 
concluſive, I have only further to add at 
prefent, that, in compliance with: the 
defire of many judicious and reſpectable 
friends, I intend to offer the preceding 
Propoſitions, in ſeparate Graces, to our 
Academical Senate, upon ſome day near 
the cloſe of the enſuing October: Truſt- 
ing, that the ſame Generoſity and Can- 
dour, which I have hitherto experienced, 
in ſuch abundant meaſure, from the 
numerous Patrons of the propoſed Inſti- 
tution, will continue to attend my well 


 Intentioned efforts to promote the intereſts 


of Virtue, and advance the cauſe of 
uſeful Learning. 


July 17, 1774. 
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